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Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics 
Aaron James, CO, joined the Columbia, Missouri, practice of Hanger Prosthetics & 
Orthotics. James brings more than ten years of O&P experience and holds a bach-
elor’s degree from New Mexico Highlands University, Las Vegas.

Brian Becker, CPed, has joined Hanger’s Parkersburg, West Virginia, patient care 
center. Becker attended Vincennes University, Indiana, and the Robert M. Palmer, 
MD, Institute of Biomechanics, Elwood, Indiana.

Natalie Bacha, CO, has joined Hanger’s Oakland, California, patient care cen-
ter. Bacha earned her bachelor’s degree from Indiana University and her master of 
science in O&P at Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti.

North Ottawa Orthotics and Prosthetics 
The North Ottawa Community Health System, Michigan, has appointed Gerald Lun-
sford, CO, to lead North Ottawa Orthotics and Prosthetics.

Buffalo VA Named Prosthetics Facility of the Year
The Veterans Administration (VA) Western New York Healthcare System, Buf-
falo, New York, has received the VA’s National Prosthetic Facility of the Year Award. 

Carroll Receives USSA Distinguished Service Award
Kevin Carroll, MS, CP, FAAOP, vice president of prosthetics, Hanger Prosthetics & 
Orthotics, Bethesda, Maryland, has been awarded a Distinguished Service Award 
(DSA) by the United States Sports Academy (USSA). 

Gilberto Mejia Named Volunteer of the Year
Gilberto Mejia, CP, received the 2009 Volunteer of the Year/Medical Diplomat 
Award from Physicians for Peace, for his effort in the Dominican Republic, where 
he works with the Walking Free program to provide amputee care and physical 
therapy education.

Paul Murka, CPO, FAAOP
Paul Murka, CPO, FAAOP, passed away on December 6. He was 
59. As CEO of Fidelity Orthopedic, Dayton, Ohio, Murka was 
a third-generation O&P practitioner who provided clinical care 
for more than 35 years. He held a bachelor’s degree from Miami 
University, Ohio, and an O&P certificate from Northwestern 
University, Chicago, Illinois. He served on the board of the 
American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists (the Acad-
emy) and as a president of the American Board for Certification 
in Orthotics, Prosthetics & Pedorthics (ABC). He also served as 
an adjunct professor of biomedical and human-factors engineer-
ing at Wright State University, Dayton. He is survived by his 
sons, Mark and Adam Murka; and his sisters, Deborah Casad 
and Mary Beth Roberts. 

Steven Thomsen, CPO
Steven Thomsen, CPO, passed away on November 6. According 
to James Athearn, CO, FAAOP, Thomsen received his bach-
elor’s degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara, 
in 1977. He had eight years of experience as a physical therapy 
aide at Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital and studied O&P at the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), graduating in 
1979. He next completed a fellowship at the Child Amputee 
Prosthetics Project (CAPP) at UCLA, then served at Elizabeth-
town Hospital for Children and Youth, Pennsylvania. He was 
a staff member at Shriners Hospital for Children, Springfield, 
Massachusetts, from 1983–2008, becoming assistant director 
in 1989. He is survived by his wife, Margie, and daughter, Jen.

In Memoriam
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