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in the same year as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act in 1990, it celebrated 
its 30th anniversary last year. Enacted 
in the NIH Amendments Act of 1990, 
NCMRR was housed under the umbrella 
of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National 
Institute for Child Health and Human 
Development (NICHD). After a Blue 
Ribbon Panel on Rehabilitation Research 
at NIH in 2012 found that the NCMRR 
was “functioning, but not thriving,” the 
NIH began to remedy that stagnation. 
Most recently, NCMRR Director Ali-
son Cernich, PhD, led the center for five 
years, ushering in a new era of partner-
ships within the federal government, 

community and stakeholder engagement, 
and energy and emphasis to push federal 
rehabilitation science forward. 

Last year, Cernich was promoted to 
become the deputy director of NICHD 
where she can promote rehabilitation sci-
ence at a higher level within the massive 
federal agency. The new NCMRR direc-
tor, Theresa Cruz, PhD, has proven to be a 
worthy successor. Under NCMRR’s lead-
ership, the NIH now funds nearly 2,000 
rehabilitation research projects across its 
multiple institutes and centers. Of course, 
NCMRR’s work has been significantly 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
has nearly all research at NIH. However, 
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the center has continued to press forward, 
pivoting their 2020 major rehabilitation 
conference held into a virtual setting with 
tremendous participation and success. 

Held in October, the “Rehabilitation 
Research 2020: Envisioning a Functional 
Future” conference provided a virtual 
opportunity for the rehabilitation field to 
report on the state of the science and for 
hundreds more attendees to participate 
than would have been able to join in per-
son. The conference featured 25 diverse 
speakers, 90 research project presenta-
tions, and four exhibit booths, as well as 
an important forum for stakeholders to 
provide input and discuss the themes for 
the 2021 Rehabilitation Research Plan. 

Common Data Elements  
for Limb-Loss Research
The NCMRR is also working with a 
federal interagency group on a project 
to standardize common data elements 
(CDEs) for lower-limb loss research. 
CDEs are precisely defined questions, 

CDEs are precisely defined questions, paired 

with a set of specific allowable responses, 

used systematically across different sites, 

studies, or clinical trials to ensure consistent 

data collection—a key tool to maximize the 

impact of research in a given field.
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