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Dakhan met his wife, 
Nicole, about a year after 
he began wearing a pros-
thesis. He admits that he 
was nervous about starting 
to date again and thought 
he might never have a rela-
tionship. “It’s something 
every person who loses an 
arm wonders about,” he 
says. They met on the job, 
and Nicole said that part of 
her initial attraction was his 
bionic arm. While working 
at a trade show together, 
she noticed him struggling 
with placing stickers on 
brochures so she offered to 
help. “I wasn’t really strug-
gling. I just wanted her to 
come help me,” he says. 

Kinney’s wife, Denice, 
has been beside him 
through the entire process 
of hospitalization, ampu-
tations, and prosthetic 
fittings. “Once we got to 
an upper-limb specialist 
and were able to see what 
the future held for him in 
prosthetic technology, it 
was very overwhelming 
and emotional to me,”  
she says. 

“You can’t even explain 
how much it’s changed 
your life,” Kinney says. 
“Just being able to go 
out and walk around, you 
almost feel normal again. 
You reach out and you can 
actually grab something. 
These hands have five grip 
patterns programmed in, 
and I can get dozens of 
other grips with an iPod.”

Identity  Reboot

W hether they see 
themselves as 
high-tech, bionic, 
or cyborg, many 

upper-limb prosthesis users 
feel lucky to be riding the 
cool wave of advanced 
technologies. It’s a natural 

trend for a culture that 
places a high value on self-
expression, triumph over 
adversity, and the aesthet-
ics of new and emerging 
technology.

Dodson has observed that 
the visibility of advanced 
upper-limb prosthetic 
systems gives some of 
his patients a platform for 
shedding light on what 
might be thought of as a 
disability. “I think it can 
be a very powerful tool if 
the person wearing it wants 
it to be,” he says. “Angel 
uses her prosthesis as an 
opportunity to demystify 
her situation, to explain that 
she is not any different than 
anyone else because of her 
limb absence.” 

Wells sees advanced 
technologies as an impor-
tant way to increase the 
acceptance rate of upper-
limb prostheses. “As a 
prosthetist, I’m in this 
world to help people, and 
it doesn’t help people 
when they don’t wear their 
prosthesis,” he says. “So 
if looking high-tech or 
robotic or cyborg leads to 
greater acceptance of the 
prosthesis, it probably leads 
to greater utility, and that 
is something that I like to 
see.” O&P EDGE
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