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3D PRINTING: MAKING IT WORK

percent increase in efficiency after a 
clinic’s adoption of a CAD/CAM digital 
workflow freed clinicians to focus more 
on patient care. Further increases can 
be achieved when using an additive 
manufacturing technology to comple-
ment that digital workflow. 

“It makes a huge difference: All of a 
sudden the clinicians are doing clinic 
work—they’re not building sockets 
anymore,” Harmon says. “These are 
bespoke handmade devices that take 
a long time, and a lot of care goes into 
them. We can put the same quality and 
the same care with the machine without 
sacrificing quality, strength, or mechan-
ical properties.”

He encourages the hesitant to research 
the possibilities, then “just get a $300 
or $400 3D printer and see what it can 
do. Get comfortable with it, and you’ll 
start to see the value. If you invest a lot 
up front without understanding the 

technology, you’re playing catch-up from 
day one. It’s almost better to go with a 
company that has O&P applications built 
out or is backed by an O&P company—
like us.”

If help is needed, it’s there for the ask-
ing, says Wright. “There are people out 
there in the digital space that are willing 
to help. They may not give you the farm 
or the secret sauce, but they’ll get you 
on the right track.” 

“It starts with a conversation, right?” 
prompts Bierscheid. “We’re always 
happy to answer questions, and there 
are many others you can connect with 
in this supportive O&P community.” 
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Allow us to handle your fabrication giving you 
more freedom to spend time with patients or 
away from the office.

Regain your Independence

Call 800-940-5347 or visit us at www.gpfinc.com.
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