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members. At the meeting, all agreed that it would be valuable to 
collaborate, and Gonzalez was provided with two JaipurKnees 
to take back to LeTourneau for testing.

Trouble with TIME
The next day, October 30, Re:Motion Designs made a major 
announcement on the social-networking site, Twitter: The 
Re:Motion team had been contacted by TIME Magazine, stat-
ing that the JaipurKnee would appear on the magazine’s Top 50 
Inventions of 2009 list. The list was published two weeks later, 
and the JaipurKnee was named as number 18.

“At that point,” Gonzalez told The O&P EDGE, “they [the 
Stanford team] had an ethical obligation to let TIME know that 
it wasn’t a ‘new invention’—that another research team had 
been producing the same type of device, for the same purpose 
and the same price, for five years.”

On November 13, Robert Hudson, PhD, LeTourneau vice 
president of academic affairs, appeared on Texas’ KLTV news, 
saying, “I think if [TIME] would do a little investigation, they 
would come to conclude…that LeTourneau University has 
been doing this and recognize the value and the credit that they 
should give LeTourneau University.”

Though TIME did not respond to requests to contribute to 
this article, the December 4 issue of The Chronicle of Higher 
Education quotes an e-mail from TIME senior writer Lev Gross-
man, who managed the 50 Best Inventions article. He wrote to 

Janet Ragland, LeTourneau director of community relations, 
“We regret that we didn’t turn up LeTourneau University’s M1 
knee when we checked this item, but with 50 inventions to find 
and vet, and an increasingly limited staff, there’s a finite amount 
of attention and research we can give each item.” According 
to Gonzalez, TIME also did not publish a letter to the editor 
from LeTourneau President Dale Lunsford, PhD, correcting the 
magazine’s purported omission.

Plagiarism or Convergent Design?
Several media reports have portrayed LeTourneau as accusing the 
Stanford team of plagiarism. When asked by The O&P EDGE if 
there was a question as to whether Stanford students had copied 
the M1’s design, Gonzalez declined to speculate. He emphasized, 
however, that the Stanford team said it had heard of the M1 during 
the JaipurKnee design process, that the Journal of Biomechanics 
article about the M1 was available when the Stanford team con-
ducted its literature review, and that information about the LEGS 
program has been available on the Internet since 2005.

Neither Sadler nor Thorsell responded to a request for an 
interview regarding the controversy, but Lisa Lapin, Stan-
ford’s senior communications officer, said, “The JaipurKnee 
concept was developed independently, in a brainstorming ses-
sion among the team with many witnesses, before anyone knew 
that the LeTourneau knee existed. The information that there 
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