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INDUSTRY LEADER…continued from page 54

He spent eight weeks in the hospital, eventually undergoing a 
transtibial amputation. “It was the tourniquet,” he says. “It was 
probably on too long and the gun certainly did [damage].”

It was devastating emotionally for a young man who had just 
placed third in the state wrestling tournament and planned to 
attend college.

“For me, it was a life-changing event,” Caspers says. “But it put 
me into a profession where I’ve been able to bring a lot of good 
into the industry and to other people who are amputees. I would 
say it’s all a plus.”

Caspers says he began a relentless search for a prosthesis that 
would allow him to do all of the things he wanted to do. He 
found little, he says, and what he did find was disappointing. For 
instance, the lack of linkage was disappointing, he says, especially 
for an active person. That led him to develop the liners and his 
latest invention, a multisurface, dynamically activated, variable 
response socket.

“I’ve been mainly driven because the solutions and the answers 
were not in the normal area I was traveling,” he says. “To find the 
answers, I had to look elsewhere.”

The prosthesis that he was fitted with at the time “was abso-
lutely a miserable thing to have to wear. It was really bad,” 
Caspers says. “I was not ready to quit living and was anxious to 
get on with my life.”

He says he suffered blisters, ulcers, and cysts, and had to go 
through a couple of surgeries due to prosthetic wear. 

Throughout this time, however, Caspers’ prosthetist developed 
a rapport with him and asked if he would work for him. “He 
said I would be really good at this and asked me if I would work 
there,” Caspers says. “It was what I needed to hear.”

Caspers decided to pursue an education in O&P and was 
accepted into the program at the Northwestern University 
Prosthetics-Orthotics Center, Chicago, Illinois, when another 
student dropped out. It was a quick turnaround. The year after 
his accident, he was a fledgling prosthetist, learning his way 
around. 

Searching for “Out of the Box” Solutions 
Caspers says he has never been the type to work within the con-
fines of an industry’s tradition. “I look at things differently,” he says. 
From the beginning he sought solutions in science—something 
he says was not the standard approach at the time. “I contacted 
prosthetists all over the country and found out quickly that none 
of them knew more than I did about what was going on in terms 
of the scientific side of things,” he says. “I constantly went back to 
school to take courses and learn the science and new technologies.” 

Of his patents, he says that three stand out because of their 
contribution to the O&P profession. “I’ve had probably three 
or four things I’ve done that are really significant, as far as the 
industry is concerned,” Caspers says. “I was the first one to 
bring soft socket liner technology. That was some time ago, but 
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