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Gaza, is more restrictive.
The majority of pediatric patients 

receiving care from Save a Heart, 
an Israeli international nonprofit 
organization based near Tel Aviv, are 
from Gaza, Siev-Ner adds. Its mission 
is to improve the quality of pediatric 
cardiac care for children from 
developing countries who suffer from 
heart disease and to create centers of 
competence in these countries.

Prosthetic/Orthotic 
Education
Two ISPO-accredited O&P schools 
in the Middle East are the Pakistan 
Institute of Prosthetic and Orthotic 
Sciences, Hayat Abad, and the Afghan 
School of Prosthetics and Orthotics, 
managed by the ICRC, in Kabul.

A blended distance-learning O&P 
program is offered by the nonprofit 
organization Human Study e.V. 
(HS) (www.human-study.org); it 
combines online academic instruction 
with on-site, hands-on symposium 
workshops. ISPO-accredited since 
2010, the program is open to new O&P 
students and practicing professionals. 

The HS Category II Single 
Discipline Program in Egypt and 
Palestine was launched in February 
in cooperation with Egypt, ICRC, and 
other organizations. Currently there 
are 12 Egyptian and two Palestinian 
students. The HS Category II Single 
Discipline Program in Syria and 
Turkey also began in February in 
cooperation with the National Syrian 
Project for Prosthetic Limbs (NSPPL) 

and Ankara University, Turkey, among 
others. Currently there are 15 Syrian 
and four Turkish students.

Bright Spots in a  
Dark Picture
Dry facts and statistics don’t reveal the 
scope of human hope and suffering. 
But seeing the smile of a Syrian girl 
with bilateral transtibial amputations 
as she takes her first steps in her 
new prosthetic legs, or a man with a 
transradial amputation beaming as he 
tries out his new prosthetic arm paints 
a picture of how humanitarian care 
can impact one person’s life. O&P EDGE

Miki Fairley is a freelance writer based in southwest 
Colorado. She can be contacted via e-mail at  
miki.fairley@gmail.com.
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